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468TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (VH) REAR ECHELON FROM KHARAGPUR , INDIA TO 
WEST FIELD, TINIAN MAY, 1945 

 
The period of 1 May to 31 May marked the transition  of the 468 th Bomb Group from its 
Base in Kharagpur, India to the new station as a me mber of the 58 th Bombardment Wing, 
XXIst Bomber Command at West Field, Tinian in the M arianas Islands. 
 
Movement of the Air Echelon was completed by 10 May , at which time the Advanced 
Echelon and Air Echelon merged into the operating e ntity of the 468 th Bombardment 
Group.   
 
The balance of the month was a hectic period with t he Group participating in six 
maximum effort missions against the Japanese homela nd, under the handicap of 
personnel shortage, equipment shortage, and general  unsettled conditions of our new 
home. 
 
The month of May will rank in the annals of the 468 th Bomb Group as one of the busiest 
periods of our existence.  The move was from India to the Marianas.  We set up our new 
Base, became completely operational a week later, a nd proceeded to fly six maximum 
effort missions in the balance of the month!  To pu t it briefly, the “Blitz” was on. 
 
Movement of the 468 th Bomb Group aircraft began from Kharagpur, India on  4 May.  12 
aircraft left with 11 aircraft scheduled for 5 May,  and 11 more on May 6 th.  All aircraft 
proceeded to Luliang, China (40 miles from Kunming,  a 14th Air Force Base), which was 
the staging field for the movement to Tinian.  Cour se, altitude, and pertinent flight details 
were scheduled from there, dictated by the weather.   The movement was completed 
without incident and all aircraft arrived at West F ield, Tinian on schedule with a few 
exceptions due to minor mechanical difficulties enc ountered enroute. 
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THE MISSION FROM WEST FIELD TINIAN 
 
On May 10 th, the Group flew its first mission from the Mariana s against the Japanese 
homeland.  This was the 58 th Bomb Wing’s Field Order #3 directed against the Ka wanishi 
Aircraft Plant, Fukae, Japan.  Our hopes for an aus picious start were suddenly shattered 
at the last moment when a number of Crews were stri cken with ptomaine poisoning on 
the eve of the mission.  In addition there was insu fficient time to gas and load all the 
available aircraft.  Consequently, of the 38 aircra ft available, only 25 were airborne, while 
12 sat idle in the hardstands without bombs.  Of th ose airborne, 23 bombed the primary 
target (15 visually, 8 by radar) through cloud cove r varying from 5/10 to 8/10.  Results 
were unobserved.  All aircraft returned safely to B ase.  A/C 315 received major damage 
from anti-aircraft fire and fighter attacks.  A/C 4 86 and 665 received minor damage from 
anti-aircraft fire.  All aircraft carried 500-pound  general-purpose bombs, which were 
dropped from 18,500 feet pressure altitude.  Our cl aims against enemy fighters were 1 
destroyed, 4 probably destroyed and 5 damaged. 
 
On 14 May the Group flew its second mission (58 th Bomb Wing Order #4) a daylight 
maximum effort incendiary strike on Nagoya Urban Ar ea.  38 aircraft were airborne with 
31 bombing the Primary Target, 2 aircraft bombed Ta rgets of Opportunity and 5 aircraft 
were Early Returns.  Air opposition was weak to mod erate.  Flak was termed moderate 
and accurate.  A/C 500, 530 and 460 received major damage from flak and enemy action, 
7 other aircraft reported minor battle damage from anti-aircraft fire.  No losses, although 
A/C 500 had to be escorted to Iwo Jima by A/C 227, one Crew Member was wounded.  
There were 3 formations over the Primary Target.  R esults were from good to excellent 
with general conflagration blotting out our Aiming Point. 
 
Back again to Nagoya!  This time it was a night inc endiary attack designed to wipe out 
the few remaining industrial areas hitherto untouch ed by XXIst Bomber Command 
strikes.  On May 17 th (Field Order No. 5) the 468 th scheduled 49 aircraft and had 39 aircraft 
airborne to top all other Groups in the Wing for th e second consecutive time.  Of this 
total 34 aircraft bombed the Primary, 3 aircraft bo mbed Targets of Opportunity, 2 were 
Early Returns.  Results ranged from unobservable to  excellent.  No enemy fighters were 
encountered by the Group.  Flak was meager to moder ate and inaccurate.  There were no 
casualties. 
 
Next came the biggest target of all – Tokyo.  On 24  May the first of two all out night 
incendiary blows was struck at the very heart of th e Japanese (58 th Bomb Wing Field 
Order No. 7).  For the effort, the Group had 32 air craft airborne, of which 29 bombed the 
Primary Target, 1 a Target of Opportunity, 2 were E arly Returns.  The Mean Point of 
Impact (MPI) for the Wing was in the South Tokyo Ur ban Area.  Results were adjudged 
excellent with general conflagration engulfing the MPI.  Flak ran from meager to intense 
for individual aircraft.  Some night fighters were encountered with opposition rated nil to 
weak.  Although the XXIst Bomber Command suffered e xtensive loss on the mission, the 
Group escaped with the loss of one aircraft (all pe rsonnel safe).  This aircraft was A/C 
445 (Lt. Thummel, Pilot) who crash landed on return  to Base.  All Crew Members 
miraculously “walked away” with only minor cuts and  bruises.  Two aircraft received 
minor flak damage. 
 
The second night incendiary attack (Field Order No.  8) on Tokyo was flown 25-26 May 
with industrial area surrounding the Palace designa ted as the MPI.  35 aircraft from this  
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Group were airborne.  In addition, A/C 275 flew a s eparate sortie as a “Super Dumbo” or 
Air Sea Rescue orbiting over a lifeguard submarine off the Japanese coast.  31 aircraft 
bombed the Primary Target, 2 bombed Targets of Oppo rtunity, and 2 aircraft were Early 
Returns.  Flak was moderate to intense.  Enemy figh ters ran nil to moderate with many 
reports of possible “Bakas” and “Balls of Fire”. 
 
Two of our planes were lost, with the Crews carried  as Missing In Action.  One of these, 
A/C 529 (Lt. Hinkle, Pilot) was heard on channel “C ” VHF (Emergency) to report “Mingtoy 
50 bailing out”.  The time of this radio intercept would indicate that the aircraft was in the 
immediate target area.  A/C 536 (Capt. Johnson, Pil ot) reported trouble with surface 
controls, but otherwise there was no inkling of tro uble.  In addition to these two aircraft, 
A/C 663 received major damage from flak and 5 other  aircraft minor damage.  Personnel 
losses were 22 Missing In Action. 
 
The last mission of the month was another maximum e ffort incendiary attack on 28-29 
May, directed this time at the Urban Area of Yokoha ma, the great port metropolis of 
Japan.  38 aircraft took off from West Field in thi s daylight effort.  36 bombed the Primary 
Target with excellent results.  1 aircraft bombed H achijo Jima as a Target of Opportunity, 
1 aircraft returned early due to mechanical trouble .  Air opposition was slight (8 attacks 
listed).  Flak at the Primary Target was moderate t o intense, accurate to inaccurate.  3 of 
our aircraft received major damage from anti-aircra ft fire, 11 aircraft received minor 
damage.  11 aircraft landed at Iwo Jima on return.  No aircraft were lost.  One freak 
accident occurred resulting in the loss of life to a Crew Member.  S/Sgt. Edge, Radio 
Operator on A/C 734, was sitting in the tunnel spot ting enemy fighters through the 
astrodome when flak pierced the dome and the force of the sudden depressurization 
shot Edge out of the aircraft.  1 other Crew Member  was slightly wounded by flak at the 
target. 
 
Between missions, if and when there was breathing s pace, all efforts were directed 
toward adjustment to our new Base.  The transition from India was not alone a 
tremendous geographical leap.  Climate, living cond itions, facilities and procedures were 
all new and vastly different than they were in the CBI.  Couple this with the extreme 
pressure exerted by the aerial “Blitz” against Japa n, and you will see in a small way the 
manifold problems that confronted each man. 
 
Morale, which has been almost always top notch, sag ged a bit under these burdens.  Our 
old Combat Crews, pioneers of the B-29 felt pretty bitter at first over the rotation policy 
set forth by the XXIst Bomber Command.  Ground pers onnel hard at work establishing 
their third overseas Base in 14 months also had som e legitimate griping to do.  However, 
as the month progressed there was a general trend u pward and it appeared likely that the 
morale problem was licked.  Perhaps the one single factor influencing this was the 
operational performance of the Group.  Of any stand ard of judgment, each and every 
member will assure that the 468 th has the finest record of combat performance in the  58th 
Bomb Wing, which in turn is second to none in the A rmy Air Force. 
 
The general structure of the Group remained relativ ely untouched during the past month.  
Due to the movement to our new Base, and the conseq uent change from XXth Bomber 
Command jurisdiction to the XXIst Bomber Command, p romotions, transfers, etc., were 
kept to a minimum. 
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From the personnel angle, the biggest activity note d has been the influx of replacement 
Combat Crews.  During May 11 full Crews arrived fro m the United States and were 
assigned to the various Squadrons.  The 792 nd Squadron received 3 Crews, the 793 rd and 
794th each had four of the new Crews assigned.  Several minor Group assignments were 
made during the month, which brought a few changes in Officers and Enlisted Personnel. 
 
(SPECIAL ORDER)         30 th May 1945 
 
(NUMBER …….112) 
 

1. Pursuant to Par 4, 58 th Bomb Wing Regulation 35-10 as amended, and AW 112,  
Capt. Harvey J. Harris O-581 799, 792 nd Bomb Sq aptd Summary Court for the 
following named Os and EM, 792 nd Bomb Sq (missing): 

 
CAPT. JAMES H. JOHNSON  O 725 308 1 ST LT. HAROLD D. HOLST       O 805920 
1ST LT. HOWARD BOLLERUD        O2 056 342 1 ST LT. DONALD M. LURIE      O 717 813 
M/SGT. ARTHUR P NOELLE 15 058 835 T/SGT. HENRY G. B ROGDON  34 644 473 
SGT. GROVER A. INMAN  39 039 220 SGT. FRANCIS T. KE NT      32 962 440 
SGT. HOMER B. LOCKLAR  33 221 471 SGT. RICHARD D. P ASTICK     31 392 317 
CPL. HENRY HEPFNER  16 031 228 
 

2. Pursuant to Par 4, 58 th Bomb Wing Regulation 35-10 as amended, and AW 112,  1st 
Lt. Charles J. Darking O 717 876, 794 th Bomb Sq aptd Summary Court for the 
following named Os and EM, 794 th Bomb Sq (missing): 

 
1ST LT HOMER H. HINKLE  O 751 133 1 ST LT. JOHN C. LAMON       O 751 743 
1ST LT. ARTHUR M. SHELTON, JR O 690 726 1 ST LT. WESLEY C. HALBERT   O 739 049 
M/SGT. WILLIS A. WHITE  14 025 085 S/SGT. FRED R. D UNHAM      37 265 048 
S/SGT. ALVIN JERGERHUIS 37 263 479 S/SGT. EUGENE LE WIS      37 390 016 
S/SGT. THOMAS W. PEEL  26 631 162 S/SGT. CLARENCE P . REAMS 39 534 916 
S/SGT. DONALD E. RYAN  16 087 925 
 

3. Pursuant to Par 4, 58 th Bomb Wing Regulation 35-10 as amended, and AW 112,  1st 
Lt. Earl M. Taber Jr O 751 974, 794 th Bomb Sq aptd Summary Court for S/Sgt. 
William K. Edge 36 458 976, 794 th Bomb Sq (killed in action). 

 
By order of Colonel EDMUNDSON 

 
F.L. ANDRY 
Lt. Col. AC 

Adjutant 
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THE LAST CREW DEPARTS INDIA 
 

E. N. TYNDALL 
 
We were the last Crew to leave the China-Burma-Indi a Theatre for Tinian.  I was on Major 
John Wedding’s Crew in the 794 th Squadron and our B-29 was the last one to leave In dia 
when the 58 th Bomb Wing moved to Tinian.  We were in the last in crement to go and on 
May 6 th, after being airborne about two hours, we lost an engine and had to return to 
Kharagpur.  Upon landing we learned that all the ot her planes had taken off and were on 
their way.  Ours needed an engine change so we resi gned ourselves to the delay.  That 
evening we were listening to Tokyo Rose and amidst the good music, which was always 
a part of her broadcast, she broke in and announced  that a lone B-29 remained in India.  
She said their people were watching it and would no t let it get out.  The plane would be 
destroyed and the Crew killed.  Her dire prediction s did not affect us but we were 
surprised that the news of our return had reached T okyo so quickly.  We landed past 
midday and the information was available for broadc ast that evening. 
 
On the second day the Flight Crew started working w ith our Ground Crew, helping as 
much as possible.  We were unskilled, so consequent ly we were working under them.  I 
remember with the new engine we were told not to ti ghten any nuts, that they would 
torque them.  That evening we listed to Tokyo Rose with far greater interest than ever 
before.  Her coverage of our story was essentially the same except she updated it by 
saying the lone B-29 was still in India. 
 
The next day, May 8 th, the engine change was completed and we left India  once again, 
this time going by way of Clark Field in the Philli ppines.  We had been directed to take an 
engine part for one of our earlier planes (P.K. Car lton’s Crew), which was grounded 
there.  The Robert J. Wilson, A/C 714, the last pla ne to leave India, was finally headed for 
Tinian. 
 
That is the story as I recall it and from records I  have.  Again, and I emphasize this, I 
understand fully that it may or may not be of use t o you.  However we have read 
accounts of the first B-29 to arrive in India and t o borrow a phrase from Paul Harvey, this 
might be “the rest of the story”. 
 
As a bit of background, our Crew was a Lead Crew.  John Wedding had completed a 
combat tour in B-17s in Europe, where he also had a  Lead Crew.  We were replacements 
in India.  Col. Edmundson thought highly of Wedding  and flew with us on several 
daylight combat missions, including the final one o f the war on August 14 th, against the 
Hikari Naval Arsenal.  In September, John was picke d to fly LeMay on a nonstop flight by 
three B-29s from Japan to Washington, DC.  Our Crew  broke up, with most of them 
returning to the States to get out of the service.  As you know, McPherson had become 
CO of the 794 th Squadron on Tinian but when the 468 th returned to the States in October, 
he flew a Crew and I was his Navigator.  As things turned out, we flew together on a B-29 
Crew for one year. 
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792ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (VH) – MAY 1945 
 
The Advanced Echelon (“B” Group), which was transfe rred by water, arrived on Tinian 
Island on 7 April 1945.  Squadron strength on the 1 st of May was 9 Officers and 196 
Enlisted Men.  The entire strength on the Squadron was being used for area 
development.  Out on the line, the equipment kept c oming in by ship, which required two 
shifts of men loading at the dock areas and hauling  to the dispersal area, there to be 
segregated according to Squadrons.  This proved to be a tremendous chore and took the 
majority of two weeks to complete.  Very little tim e was to be had for promotion of 
individual comforts.  The various Sections were bui lding and setting up their offices and 
equipment.  An outstanding feature concerning const ruction was the alleged shortage of 
lumber, but in the course of events, lumber was fou nd to be plentiful. 
 
After a year of “C” rations, great appreciation has  been shown for the “Stateside” food, 
which is being served on Tinian.  The Group Post Ex change has been set up to distribute 
two bottles of beer every other day.  Coca Cola was  added to the available list, two 
bottles every other day. 
 
During the period of time that the forward echelon (“B” Group) was enroute, Capt. Reida 
and Crew Members flew to the new Base as the 792 nd representative, they landed on 
Tinian March 22 nd.  This was the first Combat Crew from the Squadron  to arrive; the 
remainder of the air echelon was to follow later in  the month. 
 
The air echelon (“A” Group) left India as a unit on  the 4 th of May, with the exception of 
Major Mills who left from India the following day.  The completion of the first leg of the 
trip was made at Luliang, China.  Here at a Forward  Area, the aircraft stopped to refuel 
and make repairs if necessary.  Lt. Clark, piloting  A/C 691 had to stop over at this Base 
for one day for minor repairs.  Lt. Leighty had to remain for an engine change.  All of the 
13 aircraft and Crews of the Squadron were present on Tinian Island on the 7 th day of the 
month.  Lt. Col. Theodore H. Watson, Commanding Off icer of the 792 nd Bomb Squadron 
was among the first to arrive at the new Base.  Eac h aircraft carried at least 18 people, 
mostly brought over by our aircraft. 
 

A/C 877 
 
Theodore H. Watson, Lt. Col.     Joseph C. Emperor,  S/Sgt. 
Charles G. Gifford, 1 st Lt.     Frederick J. Muraco, S/Sgt. 
Michael Lahola, 2 nd Lt.     Robert J. Drake, M/Sgt. 
James B. Richardson, 1 st Lt.    John M. Brady, M/Sgt. 
Joseph O. Niblock, 1 st Lt.     Robert S. Flieger, T/Sgt. 
Homer H. Stayton, 1 st Lt.     Cecil C. Metz, Maj-Grp Nav Off 
 
     A/C 895 
Maj. Clarence C. McPherson-Pilot    S/Sgt James P. Loftus 
1st Lt. William W, Smith     Sgt. Lawrence E. Carr 
Capt. Martin D. Roe      S/Sgt. Frank A. Langlois 
1st Lt. Harry Spencer, Jr.     Sgt. James N. Black 
S/Sgt. Dennis P. Shannon     Sgt. Everett E. Hoch 
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A/C 858 
 
Major Harold R. Brown-Pilot    T/Sgt. Joseph S. Bar to 
1st Lt. John O. Hokanson     S/Sgt. Romeo Buccini 
1st Lt. Arthur C. Beach     T/Sgt. John T. Chobot 
Captain Edward Zaidlicz     S/Sgt. Marvin F. Plant 
1st Lt. Roland T. Tesno     T/Sgt. Burdett Patterson 
T/Sgt. Kenneth A. Bramschar    S/Sgt. Delbert Nebek er, Jr. 
       Col. James V. Edmundson, Gp. CO 
 

A/C 315 
 
Capt. Edgar R. Skelley-Pilot    S/Sgt. Thomas J. Mc Namara 
1st Lt. Wayne C. Nebben     Sgt. John A. Stich 
1st Lt. Alvin G. Cherney     Sgt. Malen Powell 
1st Lt. Edward D. Feidler     Sgt. Ernest Halco 
FO Leroy V Fernstermacher     
S/Sgt. John Lenau 
S/Sgt. Johnnie H. Kirkland, Jr.   Maj. Albert N. Th om, Gp, Bomb. Officer 
 

A/C 703 
 
Major Robert E. Mills-Pilot     Sgt. Paul Loeven 
1st Lt. Robert L. Barnes     Sgt. James W. Cole 
1st Lt. John R. Frens      Sgt. Leonard A. Gilbert 
1st Lt. Earl G. Statler      Sgt. James R. Ashworth 
1st Lt. David L. Nielsen   
Pvt. Bruce R. Berringer 
Sgt. Robert L. Mize    Larue D. Rexroat-Gp. Communi cations Officer 
 

A/C 424 
 
Capt. Harold W. Good-Pilot     S/Sgt. Rex L. Blodge tt 
1st Lt. Raymond F. Tolzmann    S/Sgt. Darrel D. Owens 
1st Lt. Robert J. Marchaterre    S/Sgt. William Onstot t 
1st Lt. Wallace R. West     S/Sgt. Russell L. Richards  
1st Lt. Carl T. Vergin 
1st Lt. Walter W. Beam 
T/Sgt. Charles R. Howland    Capt. Roy O. Sather-Gp . Radar Officer 
 

A/C 879 
 
Capt. Gordon B. Clark-Pilot     S/Sgt. Herman J. Di Camillo 
1st Lt. William A. Garland     Sgt. Charles O. Matlock  
1st Lt. William T. Allen     Sgt. Robert O. Guthrie 
1st Lt. Clifford G. Crowther     S/Sgt. Cletus J. Laur ent 
1st Lt. Thomas M Holloway     1 st Lt. Alfred L. Green 
Sgt. Louis F. Czajkowski   Capt. Donald O. Howard-G p. Medical Officer 
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A/C 701 
1st Lt. Harold L. Keathley-Pilot     Sgt. Alex Krawcho ok 
1st Lt. Earl M. Fabik      Sgt. William H. Oorley 
1st Lt. Charles B. Faubian     Sgt. Raymond Landry 
1st Lt. Francis Andreason     S/Sgt. Robert B. Mogle 
1st Lt. Donald R. Langdon     S/Sgt. William L. Bye 
S/Sgt. James G. Carlson 
 

A/C 500 
1st Lt. Jack Goeringer-Pilot     Sgt. Geral D. Carlin 
1st Lt. Bruce W. Pope     Sgt. Peter J. Karp 
1st Lt. Earl H. Fontenot     Sgt. James D. Gray 
FO Jerry S. Angelides     Sgt. Delbert W. Walters 
M/Sgt. Will D. Keith      Sgt. Clarence W. Beck 
T/Sgt. John G. Jzyk     Capt. Frederick E. Howard-G p. Gunn Off. 
 

A/C 227 
1st Lt. Edgar H. Shafer-Pilot     Sgt. Robert F. Hoefe r 
1st Lt. James A. Judge, Jr.     S/Sgt. Lawrence R. San dstedt 
1st Lt. William J. Stoops     S/Sgt. Stephen M. Klusov sky 
1st Lt. Wilbur E. Wynn     Sgt. William L. Rivenbark 
S/Sgt. James O. Matthews     M/Sgt. Joseph C. Bodna r 
 

A/C 536 
Capt. James H. Johnson-Pilot    Sgt. Grover A. Inma n 
1st Lt. Harold D. Holst     Sgt. Richard D. Pastick 
1st Lt. Howard Bollerud     T/Sgt. Henry G. Brogden, J r 
1st Lt. Donald M. Lurie     Sgt. Homer B. Locklar 
M/Sgt. Arthur F. Noelle     Sgt. Francis T. Kent 
Cpl. Henry Hepfner 
 

A/C 691 
1st Lt. Harris G. Clark-Pilot     Sgt. Paul J. Hughes 
1st Lt. Charles R. Oldenburg    S/Sgt. Nelson S. Burba nk 
1st Lt. Robert A. Harden, Jr     S/Sgt. Donald E. Grif fith 
1st Lt. Ernest J. Ahiers     Sgt. James J. McCarthy 
S/Sgt. Irmie K. Blanton     Sgt. Albert D. Ingle 
1st Lt. Benjamin F. Fisher 
 

A/C 471 
1st Lt. Claude C. Leighty-Pilot    Sgt. John R. Bane, Jr. 
1st Lt. Darrel H. Sterns     Sgt. James L. Bennett 
1st Lt. William J. White     Sgt. Warren S. Butler 
FO Richard B. Rogers     Sgt. Aurelius Cartalamessa  
M/Sgt. William B. Hamlin     Sgt. Francis J. Orouki n 
Sgt. Harry R. Sheetz 
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Operational activities within the Squadron Ground S ections reached a high point of 
production.  The two Sections worthy of mention are  Armament and Ordnance.  Both of 
the two Sections mentioned have been doing an “all out” effort job, with only 50% of 
their personnel present.  The six mile bomb haul pl us the shortage of men keeps the men 
working long hours prior to each mission.  Central Fire Control men have been used to 
assist in the bombing-up operations.  The Gunners h ave been doing all the loading and 
maintenance of the aircraft guns so as to help out in the extensive training program 
being carried on. 
 
The first combat mission flown from Tinian Island t ook place on the 11 th day of May.  The 
target was the Kawanishi Aircraft Factory at Kobe, which was hit with general-purpose 
bombs.  The takeoff was at night and the 792 nd Bomb Squadron led the Group over the 
target for a daylight mission.  Listed below are th e aircraft and Aircraft Commanders that 
were scheduled to participate in the raid: 
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
 
858 Maj. Brown, H.R.   PT  Landed at Iwo Jima  
315 Capt. Skelley, E.R.   PT 
536 Capt. Johnson, J.     Abort 
703 Maj. Mills, R.E.     Early return #2 engine wen t out 
417 Capt. Reida, A.     Abort 
877 Lt. Col. Watson, T.H.   PT 
424 Capt. Good, H.     Abort 
879 Capt. Clark, G.     Abort 
500 1st Lt. Goeringer, J.   PT 
701 1st Lt. Keathley, H.L.   PT 
691 1st Lt. Clark, H.     Early return #2 engine went out 
227 1st Lt. Shafer, G.     Abort  
895 1st Lt. Welsh, J.   PT 
471 1st Lt. Leighty, C.C.     Abort 
 
The Squadron had 14 aircraft ready for this mission ; six of the aircraft ready for the 
mission are listed as aborts.  The only reason for these planes not taking off was the 
failure to deliver bombs to the Group in time for l oading before takeoff. 
 
Major Brown, in A/C 858, which sustained minor flak  damage landed at Iwo Jima and 
returned the following day.  Capt. Skelley in A/C 3 15 also landed at Iwo Jima.  A/C 315 
received extensive battle damage and is out of comm ission. 
 
Takeoff time for the daylight, Nagoya, incendiary m ission on 14 May was at midnight.  
This was a maximum effort mission on the Nagoya Urb an Area.  The 792 nd Squadron was 
the second formation within the Group over the targ et.  Listed below are the Crews that 
participated in the raid and their results: 
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
 
858 Brown, H.R.    PT 
703 Mills, R.E.    PT 
701  Keathley    PT 
424 Good, H.    PT 
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500 Goeringer, J.      2 men injured before target return 
471 Leighty, C.C.    PT 
879 Clark, G.      Early return, oil leak #4 engine  
877 Gifford, C.    PT 
895 Clark, H.    PT 
227 Shafer, G.      Escorted A/C 500 back to Iwo Jima 
417 Welsh, J.      Early return, #4 engine out 
 
A/C 500 and 227 did not go over the Primary Target.   When over the mainland but before 
reaching the Primary Target, A/C 500 (Lt. Goeringer ) received battle damage, knocking 
out two engines and injuring two of the Crew Member s (Radio Operator Peter J. Karp and 
Top Gunner John G. Jzyk).  A/C 227 (Lt. Shafer) dro pped out of formation to escort A/C 
500’s return to Base.  With #1 and #2 engines out, Lt. Goeringer successfully brought the 
aircraft back to Iwo Jima and skillfully made a saf e two-engine landing. 
 
On the mission, few fighters were encountered.  Ant i-aircraft fire was classed as 
inaccurate and meager to intense.  This mission was  considered excellent by Command 
Officials. 
 
The third mission on the 17 th of May was a night incendiary mission on the Nagoy a Urban 
Area.  A maximum effort mission with a night takeof f.  The Squadron was the second 
element over the target. 
 
Below are the Crews that took part and the results:  
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
 
858 Brown, H.R.    PT 
517 Skelley, E.R.    PT 
691 Clark, H.    TO  Bombed Osaka 
703 Mills, R.E.    PT 
424 Good, H.    PT 
701 Keithley, H.L.    PT 
879 Clark, G.    PT 
895 Hokanson, J.O.   TO  Bombed coastal target 
877 Gifford, C.    PT 
417 Welsh, J.    PT 
471 Leighty, C.C.    PT 
 
All Crews returned safely to Base.  Fighter opposit ion was very weak.  Anti-aircraft fire 
encountered was moderate to intense and inaccurate to accurate.  None of our aircraft 
received damage.  Five aircraft of the Group receiv ed minor damage. 
 
The first opportunity to strike at the capital city  of Japan came to the Squadron on the 
24th day of the month.  This was a night, incendiary mi ssion on the southern portion of 
the city of Tokyo. 
 
Eleven aircraft were scheduled; ten were airborne w ith one early return. 
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Below is an outline of the Crews and their accompli shments: 
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
 
517 Goerginer, J.    PT 
424 Good, H.    PT 
895 McPherson, C.   PT 
879 Clark, G.    PT 
877 Gifford, C.    TO  Shizuoka 
417 Welsh, J.    PT 
691 Clark, H.      Abort 
701 Hokanson, J.O.     Early return 
536 Johnson, J.    PT 
858 Shafer, G.    PT 
471 Leighty, C.C.    PT 
 
All of the aircraft returned to the Base without mi shap.  Flak encountered was moderate 
and inaccurate.  Enemy fighter reaction lacked aggr essiveness as no one claimed an 
attack on their aircraft. 
 
The next mission took place on the 26 th of May.  A night incendiary mission on the Palace 
area near Tokyo. 
 
Eleven aircraft were scheduled, eleven airborne, an d eleven over the Primary Target.  
This is the best record for the month.  The Squadro n was last in takeoff in the Group. 
 
Below are the 11 Crews that took part in the raid: 
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
 
517 Skelley, E.R.    PT 
877  Goeringer,     PT 
895 Welsh, J.    PT 
858  Hokanson, J.O.   PT 
703 Clark, G.    PT 
536 Johnson, J.    PT  Missing 
417 Clark, H.      Abort 
424 Good, H.    PT 
701 Keathley, H.L.   PT 
471 Leighty, C.C.    PT 
227  Shafer, G.    PT 
 
Capt. James H. Johnson in A/C 536 was listed as mis sing.  No information whatsoever 
could be obtained from the returning Crews regardin g Capt. Johnson.  At the time of this 
writing he and his Crew are still listed as missing , with no information as to what 
happened to them. 
 
Listed below are the Crew Members that were aboard the aircraft at the time of takeoff: 
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Johnson, James H. O 725 308 Capt.   Pilot 
Holst, Harold D. O 805 9209 1 st Lt.  Co-Pilot 
Bollerud, Howard O 205 6342 1 st Lt.   Navigator 
Lurie, Donald M. O 717 813 1 st Lt.  Bombardier 
Noelle, Arthur E. 15 058 835 M/Sgt.  Flight Enginee r 
Brogden, Henry G. 34 644 473 T/Sgt.  Left Gunner 
Inman, Grover A. 39 039 220 Sgt.  Radar Observer 
Kent, Francis T. 32 962 440 Sgt.  Tail Gunner 
Locklar, Homer B 38 221 471 Sgt.  Right Gunner 
Pastick, Richard D. 31 392 317 Sgt.  Top Gunner 
Hepfner, Henry 16 031 228 Cpl.  Radio Operator 
 
The last mission of the month was on May 29 th.  This was an incendiary daylight mission 
on Yokohama.  We had twelve aircraft scheduled, of these, twelve were airborne with one 
return. 
 
Five of the eleven aircraft landed on Iwo Jima on t heir return to refuel.  All our aircraft 
returned to Base either on the day of the mission o r the following day and with no major 
damage.  The Squadron was second over the target fo r the Group. 
 
Below are those Crews who flew in the mission: 
 
A/C # Aircraft Commander   Target Bombed  Remarks  
858 Brown, H.R.    PT  Refuel at Iwo Jima 
517 Skelley, E.R.    PT 
703 Mills, H.E.    PT 
691 Clark, H.    PT 
877  Gifford, C.    PT  Refuel at Iwo Jima 
417 Goeringer, J.    PT  Early return 
424 Hokanson, J.O.   PT 
879 Clark, G.    PT 
895 Smith, W.W.    PT 
701 Keathley, H.L.   PT  Refuel at Iwo Jima 
227 Shafer, G.    PT  Refuel at Iwo Jima 
471 Wildman, A.    PT  Refuel at Iwo Jima 
 
At the end of this month the Squadron has participa ted in six raids on Japan.  In these 
six missions we have the following record: 
 
Raid# Scheduled  Aborted and Early Return      PT  Remarks  
  1      14    8       6  
  2      11    2       7  Injured aboard, 2 back 
  3      11    0       9  2 Target of Opportunity 
  4      11    2       8  1 Target of Opportunity 
  5      11    0      11 
  6      12    1      11 
 
Of the 8 aircrafts shown as early returns and abort s on the 1 st raid, six were aborts due to 
the Group not receiving bombs in time to load for t akeoff. 
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A total of 55 sorties over targets in Japan or appr oximately 482 tons of bombs were 
dropped on enemy territory by the men of the 792 nd Squadron for the month of May. 
 
During the month Combat Crews and Officers moved fr om tents to Quonset huts.  We 
have four Quonset huts in the Squadron at present a nd two more are being built for 
those Crews coming by ship.  Living quarters in gen eral are more crowded than what we 
were in India but that is compensated for in that w e don’t have to use mosquito nets and 
the weather is so much cooler and far less dusty.  The daily rains haven’t proven to be a 
handicap to operations, but are a hindrance to the outdoor movies at night.  The 
Squadron has contributed help to the theatre known as the “Bomb Box” as all the 
materials that it was constructed of came from bomb  boxes. 
 
Thirty of our Enlisted Men had over 85 points at th e time the point system was 
announced.  The regulation concerning those men of 42 years of age and over made four 
of the Squadron members eligible for discharge; all  of them are applying. 
 
Squadron supply is non-existent, as this Section ha s become a Group function, which 
will serve all Squadrons within the Group.  Squadro n Sections are currently being 
relieved of their former duties to shift them to Gr oup for the time being. 
 

793RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (VH) – MAY 1945 
 
4 May 1945 the last morning report in the India-Bur ma Theatre was filed.  The movement 
to the Pacific Ocean area began.  The following Cre ws flew their aircraft across the 
Hump, into Luliang Air Base and then across occupie d China, over the South Pacific 
expanses to the new Base of operation, Tinian Islan d in the Marianas Chain. 
 

Pilots    West Field Aircraft  
 
Bores    530   Totin’ to Tokyo 
Sloan    460   Lassie 
Doherty   663   Dragon Lady 
Marbury   456    
Michaliszyn   415   Jolly Roger 
Hatfield   272   Miss Shorty 
Joyce    276   Raiden Maiden 
Windler   525   Mary K 
Arnold    665    
Dean    909   Elitz Buggy 
Carlton   534   Pioneer III 
 

Each aircraft carried the regular Crew, and six to seven passengers turning the B-29 into 
a non-luxury super passenger liner.  Ahead of those  who came by air was the advanced 
water shipment under Capt. John Burke; while Maj. K en Baile is bringing up the rear with 
the main body of troops who left Calcutta wharfs a few days after the aircraft took off 
from Kharagpur (May 4 th 1945). 
 
All aircraft made the trip to Tinian in the briefed  twenty-four hour period except Capt. 
Michaliszyn and contingent who were forced to land at Kunming for repairs before 
proceeding on course.   
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The miserable night spent at that Base brought home  very clearly how fortunate we were 
to be able to shake the dust and bad weather of Chi na from our heels.  Capt. Carlton was 
forced to land at Clark Field, Luzon and his Crew b rought in with them front line reports 
of the progress of the Battle of the Philippines. 
 
Touching down on the smooth coral runway of West Fi eld Tinian among the hundred B-
29s already arrived the contrast between our CBI (C hina-Burma-India) theatre and the 
XXIst Bomber Command operations became immediately evident.  This was to be a large-
scale show on an American production line basis. 
 
The Squadron found that the advanced shipment had b een working industriously to turn 
our little spot of a cane field into a livable area .  All the men moved into tents but before 
the end of the month the Combat Crews were housed i n Quonset huts. 
 
Two pleasant factors promised to make our tour at T inian a blessing over our year in 
India.  One was the mild weather and the other was the real American chow. 
 
Lt. Serbay and Lt. Cobb were made First Pilots taki ng Hatfield’s and Marbury’s Crews 
respectively.  Later on in the month Maj. “Wild Bil l” Marbury relinquished his job of 
Operations Officer and took over Maj. Pattillo’s Cr ew who replaced him in this key spot. 
 
Three new replacement Crews have joined our Squadro n since arrival in this theatre.  
These new men are listed below: 
 
1st Lt. Robert R. Sullivan, Pilot    1 st Lt. Carlton J. Wolf, Pilot 
2nd Lt. Jack G. Allison     2 nd Lt. Charles L. Simmons 
2nd Lt. Anthony E. D’Aguanno    2 nd Lt. William R. Rahlin 
FO Jean D. Tyree      2 nd Lt. Maurice P. Baird 
Sgt. Robert G. Rennels     2 nd Lt. James P. Wood 
Sgt. Ned F. Bradley      Sgt. Leonard F. Blanton 
Sgt. William S. Collins     Cpl. Frederick G. Simps on 
Sgt. Lloyd M. Daniels     Cpl. Woodrow W. Akins 
Cpl. Alvin L. Berg      Cpl. Paul F. Fitzpatrick 
Cpl. Anthony S. Novak     Cpl. John K. Fitzpatrick 
2nd Lt Cliff Holzhauser 

   1st Lt. Vincent L .Garman, Pilot 
   2nd Lt. Edward J. Helm 
   2nd Lt. Frederick M. Dingle 
   2nd Lt. A.C. Britton 
   2nd Lt. Harrell N. Britton 
   T/Sgt. George A. Smith 
   Sgt. William K. Winne 
   Sgt. William E. Dages 
   Cpl. Sheldon R. Levine 
   Cpl. William J. Necker 
   Cpl. William J. Mendoza 

 
In a few days after arrival we discovered that the “Blitz” was on.  For a period of three 
months or more the XXIst Bomber Command was to oper ate at an accelerated level in an 
attempt to knock Japan out of the war.  In the past  twenty days our Group has  
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participated in six missions.  The list of the miss ions with the 793 rd Bombardment  
 
Squadron Crews’ participations are given below: 
 
58th Wing Mission #3 Kawasaki Aircraft Co. Kobe, Honshu  
525 Windler   460 Sloan   276 Joyce 
456 Cobb   663 Doherty 
665 Arnold   530 Carlton 
 
58th Wing Mission #4 Nagoya North  Daylight 
525 Windler   665 Arnold   532 Saunders 
909 Dean   415 Michaliszyn  977 Sullivan 
487 Pattillo   272 Serbay   534 Carlton 
530 Bores   663 Doherty   460 Sloan 
276 Joyce 
 
58th Wing Mission #5 Nagoya South  Night  
525 Madden (abort)  663 Doherty   487 Pattillo 
415 Warner (abort)  272 Serbay   534 Carlton 
084 Jennings   456 Cobb   276 Joyce 
532 Saunders   909 Dean   977 Sullivan 
460 Sloan   665 Arnold 
 
58th Wing Mission #7 South Tokyo   Night  
456 Cobb (abort)  663 Doherty   087 Jennings 
665 Arnold   909 Dean   487 Pattillo 
530 Windler   534 Carlton   276 Joyce 
272 Serbay   532 Saunders   415 Madden 
 
58th Wing Mission #8 Tokyo Palace Area  Night 
525 Windler   487 Marbury   456 Cobb 
665 Arnold   534 Carlton   415 Madden 
460 Sloan   532 Saunders   272 Serbay 
663 Doherty   084 Jennings   977 Sullivan 
909 Dean 
 
58th Wing Mission #9 Yokohama Urban  Daylight 
415 Cobb   272 Serbay   532 Saudners 
276 Joyce   460 Warner   977 Sullivan 
525 Windler   663 Doherty   534 Carlton 
665 Arnold   909 Dean   084 Bores 
530 Jennings   487 Marbury 
 
Air Sea Rescue missions, known as Super Dumbo missi ons, were flown by the following 
Crews on the indicated dates: 
 

27 May 1945    084 Warner 
19 May 1945  460 Sloan 
10 May 1945  487 Pattillo 
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Maj. “Pat” Pattillo and Capt. “Pat” Saunders were o n Tinian long before the main 
contingent arrived.  They were attached to the 9 th Bombardment Group of the 313 th Wing  
and flew the following missions before moving up to  our area: 
 
Saunders and Crew      Pattillo and Crew  
3 Super Dumbo Air Sea Rescue flights  1 Japan Inlan d Sea on March 30 th 
1 Tokyo night on April 13 th    1 Tokyo on 13 April 
1 Koriyama on April 17    1 Tokyo on 15 April 
 
All serial numbers are to be removed from our aircr aft and a standard numbering system 
throughout the XXIst Bomber Command will be employe d.  The numbers assigned to our 
planes are as follows: 
 
456 MingToy Two one 530 MingToy Two six 534 MingToy  Three one 
415 MingToy Two two 272 MingToy Two seven 487 MingT oy Three two 
276  MingToy Two three 460 MingToy Two eight 532 Mi ngToy Three three 
525 MingToy Two four 663 MingToy Two nine 977 MingT oy Three four 
665 MingToy Two five 909 MingToy Three zero 084 Min gToy Three five 
 

794TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (VH) – MAY 1945 
 
The strength of the 794 th Bombardment Squadron on 31 May 1945 was 106 Office rs and 
518 Enlisted Men.  The four new Crews listed below were added to the Squadron during 
the month: 
 
 P Maj. McEvoy, Edwin W.   P 1 st Lt. Allen, James W. 
 CP Lt. Burkholder, Theodore B.   CP Lt. Ashley, Lu ther L. 
 N Lt. Dzierski, Anthony B.    N FO Cohan, Foster B . 
 B Lt. Brown, Carl A.     B Lt. Childs, Kenneth H. 
 FE S/Sgt. Lucas, George J.    FE S/Sgt. McLeish, A rchie G. 
 V Lt. Deys, William    V Lt. Burke, James C. 
 R Sgt, McAnnally, Charles   R Cpl. Schroeder, Gene  R. 
 SG Sgt. Hines, Charles R.    SG Cpl. Anderson, Tho mas G. 

RG Cpl. Ross, William B.    RG Cpl. Bednarz, Stephe n J. 
 LG. Cpl. Skinner, Ellis W.    LG Sgt. Barnett, Ira  L. 
 TG Lasker, Bertram    TG Cpl. Craig, Clifford E. 
 
 
 P 1st Lt. Toups, Stanford S.   P  1 st Lt. Shernisky, Paul 
 CP FO Kub, Edward A.    CP Lt. Littlefield, Donald  P. 
 N Lt. Stevens, Charles L.   N Lt. Humphrey, Mike 

B FO Koenig, Max    B Lt. O’Donnel, Raymond E. 
 FE Sgt. Law, James D.    FE Sgt. Fite, Charles W. 
 V FO Jachacz, Edmund A.   V Lt. Ronayne, James E. 
 R Cpl. Carpenter, Malcolm J.   R T/Sgt. Raschke, L ester L. 
 SG Cpl. Dunning, William H.   SG Sgt. Richey, Robe rt E. 
 RG Cpl. McDonald, Bruce K.   RG Cpl. Zeoli, Gennar o A. 
 LG. Cpl. Dunham, Roy J.    LG Cpl. Nesbitt, Kennet h A. 
 TG Cpl. Atanis, Jack    TG Cpl. Lipton, Norman 
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The Crew Members listed below were reported Missing  In Action on the Tokyo raid of 26 
May 1945.  Lt. Homer Hinkle’s Crew was flying A/C 5 29 and was not known to be in 
difficulty until their bail out message was heard.  They were in the vicinity of Tokyo at the 
time of the bailout message.  The missions flown by  each Crew member are shown 
below.  Several had almost reached the 58 th Bombardment Wing minimum for rotation: 
 
 Pilot   1 st Lt. Homer Hinkle   30 
 Co-Pilot  Lt. Lamon, John C.   12 
 Navigator  Lt. Shelton, Arthur   13 
 Bombardier  Lt. Halbert, Wesley G.  20 
 Flight Engineer M/Sgt. White, Willis A.  27 
 Radio Operator S/Sgt. Peel, Thomas W.  29 
 Radar Observer S/Sgt. Reams, Clarence P.  25 
 Senior Gunner S/Sgt. Dunham, Fred R.  19 
 Right Gunner  S/Sgt. Jelgerhuis, Alvin  22 

Left Gunner  S/Sgt. Lewis, Eugene  20 
 Tail Gunner  S/Sgt. Ryan, Donald   19 
 
S/Sgt. Alvin Jelgerhuis, Right Gunner, is the twin brother of S/Sgt. Elmer Jelgerhuis, 
missing since last December when he was participati ng in a mission over Mukden with 
Capt. Charles Benedict’s Crew. 
 
S/Sgt. William K. Edge was lost over Yokohama on 29  May 1945.  He was Radio Operator 
on Capt. Barker’s Crew.  Nearing the target, S/Sgt.  Edge sat in the tunnel of A/C 734 and 
looked out of the astrodome for fighters.  He did n ot wear a parachute.  A/C 734 received 
a flak hit on the astrodome and the pressure forced  S/Sgt. Edge out.  He probably 
dropped into Tokyo Bay. 
 
The “A” shipment (via air) and the “C” shipment (vi a water) departed from our Base in 
Kharagpur, India on 6 May 1945 destined for our Bas e on Tinian Island in the Marianas.  
Eleven B-29s with eighteen men on board each flew t o Luliang, China, which was the 
stopover point before the longer hop to Tinian.  On e other B-29 came via the Philippines 
after having to return to India for an engine chang e.  All twelve of our aircraft arrived 
safely after minor delays by three aircraft. 
 
Capt. Goodrich and Crew, with A/C 464, were returne d to duty with this Squadron after 
serving with the 313 th Bombardment Wing for three months.  They had flown  4 missions 
with the 9 th Bomb Group. 
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The aircraft in our Squadron during May were: 
 
 42-24719   42-24734 
 44-69660   42-63445 
 42-65275   42-24542  
 42-65279   42-24486 
 42-24893   42-63529 

42-63464   42-24714 
44-70042 
 

A/C 042 was the only new aircraft assigned to the S quadron during the month. 
 
A/C 445 cracked up on landing on Tinian on 24 May 1 945. 
 
A/C 529 was lost on the Tokyo mission of 26 May 194 5. 
 
While returning from the Tokyo mission of 24 May 19 45, Lt. Wendell Thummel flying A/C 
445 circled with life rafts until necessary for him  to continue because of fuel shortage.  
He arrived at this Base without a gasoline reserve and was about to make a normal 
landing.  On his downwind leg two engines began to lose fuel pressure and he cut short 
for a landing.  As he approached the field two othe r B-29s were cleared for a straight in 
approach cutting in front of him.  The aircraft in front chose to land near the end of the 
runway putting Lt. Thummel so close to the end that  the prop wash from the other 
aircraft caused him to drop too soon even though A/ C 445 was 40 MPH above stalling 
speed.  The result was an unavoidable crash landing  at the end of the runway.  There 
were no casualties although Lt. Thummel received br uised arches when he jumped from 
the Pilot’s window.  A/C 445 was a total loss. 
 
Flak damage was feared more than any other danger. 
 

a. A/C 042 received damage on the Tokyo mission of 26 May 1945.  The Navigator, Lt. 
Lawrence Rohan, received minor wounds of the face. 

  
b. A/C 893 received damage on the Yokohama mission of 29 May 1945.  S/Sgt. Harold 

Elliott received a major wound of the foot.  S/Sgt.  Elliott is hospitalized but will 
soon return to duty. 

 
c. A/C 042 received a direct hit on the Yokohama mi ssion of 29 May.  A large section 

of wing outboard of the #1 engine was shot away alo ng with the aileron and part 
of the flap.  With limited control, Maj. Eaton brou ght the crippled aircraft to Iwo 
Jima where it underwent major repairs. 

 
d. Other aircraft received minor damage on various missions. 

 
The Squadron participated in six missions during th e month: 
 
11 May 1945   Kawanishi Plant at Fukae  
  
11 aircraft available  11 aircraft airborne  11 bom bed Primary 
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14 May 1945   Nagoya    Daylight incendiary  
 
13 aircraft available  13 aircraft airborne  3 earl y return 
10 aircraft bombed Primary Target 
 
16 May 1945   Nagoya    Night incendiary  
 
14 aircraft available  14 aircraft airborne  13 bom bed Primary 
1 early return 
 
24 May 1945   Tokyo    Night incendiary  
 
12 aircraft available  12 aircraft airborne  11 bom bed Primary 
1 aircraft Super Dumbo 
 
26 May 1945   Tokyo    Night incendiary  
 
11 aircraft available  11 aircraft airborne  10 bom bed Primary 
1 early return 
 
29 May 1945   Yokohama    Daylight incendiary  
 
12 aircraft available  12 aircraft airborne  12 bom bed Primary 
 
There were no ground aborts during May. 
 
The entire Squadron personnel worked many long hour s without thought of personal 
gain but making every effort to give maximum suppor t in the new fast tempo of bombing.  
It was difficult at times since “C” shipment with ½  the ground personnel had not arrived.  
The Combat Crews flew one mission right after anoth er without relief in an effort to keep 
the Japanese “home fires burning”. 
 
Our greatest inconvenience was lack of personnel to  haul and load bombs.  This was not 
bettered when twice orders for bomb loads and types  were changed after the aircraft 
were loaded.  Once difficulty was encountered by a shortage of fuel. 
 
The personnel continue to praise the good American food and the morale is high.  The 
cool breeze at night enables the men to rest better  and the result is more work, better 
appetite, and higher morale.  The chief topic of di scussion is rotating and everyone is 
trying to help knock out the Japanese during the “B litz” so we can all go home. 
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Above: L to R: Lt. J. J. SHEENAN -Co-Pilot  
CAPT. J. SUBERMAN-Bombardier 
CAPT. BERT ALLEY-Navigator 
LT. A. V. NOYES-Flight Engineer 
LT. W. P. ARENTSEN-Radar Operator 
 
(Not pictured: JACK HAGUE, Crew Chief.) 

PILOT: LT. COL. H. R. SULLIVAN  
He graduated from West Point 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left:  
SGT. J. M. SINCLAIR-Left Gunner 
S/SGT. W. A. SCHMITT-Tail Gunner 
S/SGT. C. V. SWINGLE-Right Gunner 
SGT. J. P. DI GUILIO-Radio Operator 
SGT. ROLAND D. HOPKINS-Senior 
Gunner 
 
Boeing Airplane Co.  Photos on this 
page and plaque text on next page 
sent by ARNOLD NOYES. 
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Another Crew of the 794th that flew the HAP ARNOLD:  Top, 
L to R: Boyce C. Anderson-Pilot; Fred Corvinus-Co-P ilot; 
Robert Feldman-Flight Engineer; O. T. Barry-Radar O perator; 
C. E. Moresi-Navigator (he really gets around); Dic k Stillions-
Bombardier. 
 
Front row: Eugene Summerville-Radio Operator; Alexa nder 
Coan-Senior Gunner; Paul Hunt-Right Gunner; William  
Hubbard-Left Gunner; John Fletcher-Tail Gunner; And  
Edward Hilbert, Crew Chief.  This Crew flew this pl ane on the 
1st B-29 daylight raid on Japan.  Photo by Moresi. 
 
On Nov. 11, 1944, this plane lost an engine near Om ura, 
Japan.  With other mechanical problems, it was at t he point 
of no return.  Capt. Price and Crew flew it to Vlad ivostock, 
Russia.  One morning they looked out and found thei r plane 
had been flown out by a Russian Crew.  The interned  
Americans were put on the Trans-Siberia Railroad an d 
released into a Middle East country and then return ed to the 
United States. 
 

GENERAL ARNOLD SPECIAL  
 
This Boeing B-29 Superfortress 
was given its name by the men 
and women who built it at the 
Boeing Airplane Company in 
Wichita, KS, after General Henry 
H. Arnold autographed this cabin 
section on 11 January 44, when it 
was in its first assembly stage.  
 
Delivery of the airplane was 
personally accepted by General 
William S. Knudsen.  All along 
the assembly line, this bomber 
received special attention from 
Boeing-Wichita employees.  Its 
performance will be followed with 
keen interest.   
 
With the “General Arnold 
Special” go our sincere best 
wishes for many successful 
missions, accomplished in a 
manner befitting the man after 
whom it has been named: The 
Commanding General of the 
finest Air Force in the world.  
 
BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 
Wichita, KS 
Note: General Arnold’s signature 
is on the inside wall of this cabin, 
underneath the Bombardier’s 
instrument panel.  
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The Pilot and Crew pose with A/C 5227 in the backgr ound.  They are, standing L to R: 
Shafer-Pilot; Judge-Co-Pilot; Wells, Wynn And Stoop s.   Those in front row are: 
Rivenbark, Matthews, Klusovsky, Hoefer And Brogden.   792nd Squadron.  Mr. Stoops 
furnished the picture. 
 
Colonel Jim, far left below, is there to congratula te his men as they receive their Air 
Medal from General LeMay.  All Squadrons participat ed. 

Photo by Mrs. Robert Hildreth 
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DAVID WILKERSON, 2 nd from left in front of bomb maintenance shack and 1 st in line in 
front of their sleeping quarters.  Other names are forgotten, but their deeds are not.  
Whatever they worked on, bombsights, guns, or autop ilot equipment, worked well.  
Thank you, David, for sending these pictures along with those on pages 217 and 231.  
792nd Squadron. 
 

 
 

A good picture of LASSIE TOO! and Crew with shiny f aces.  So we spot it near the other 
Lassie pictures.  Front, L to R: Henry Compton-Rada r Operator; Glenn R. Muir-Radio 
Operator; Edwin Sullins-Right Gunner; Tom Murray-LG ; William Foley-Tail Gunner; 
William Egan-SG.  Back row: Francis McGann-Bombardi er; Harold Meints-Pilot; William 
Shirar-Co-Pilot, William Holderby-Navigator, Henry Schultze-Flight Engineer.  (See page 
98 for report by Holderby of their landing behind e nemy lines.)  Both he and Muir 
received a citation for navigational and radio comp ass assistance in getting that plane 
you see (bottom of page 263) down safely between tw o mountains.  Glenn Muir furnished 
the picture. 
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No B-29 to train in, so … they, like the rest of us , used the good ole’ stable B-17 to work 
with.  They are, rear – L to R: Capt. Theodore Mich aliszyn-Pilot; Wm. Shirar-Co-Pilot; Lt. 
Wm. Holderby-Navigator; Lt. Francis McCann-Bombardi er; FO Henry Schultze-Flight 
Engineer.  Front, L to R: S/Sgt. Tom Murray-Right G unner; Sgt. Vreeland-Radar; S/Sgt. 
Glenn Muir-Radio; T/Sgt. Bill Egan-Senior Gunner; E dwin Sullins-Right Gunner; S/Sgt. 
Wm. Foley-Tail Gunner. 
 

 
 
They used it as a backdrop for this picture, and fl ew it only once over the Hump and 
returned, hauling fuel to A-7.  Here they are again : L to R: Michaliszyn – Shirar – Holderby 
– McCann – Schultz – Vreeland – Muir – Egan – Sulli ns – Murray and Foley. 
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After arriving in India, this and Capt. Joyce’s Cre w alternated with one another flying the 
tanker, CAMEL CARAVAN, hauling fuel to A-7.  Then i n July they were flying the new 
plane that would be called “LASSIE”.  The Crew abov e is – rear L to R: Lt. Francis 
McCann-Bombardier; Lt. William Shirar-Co-Pilot; Cap t. Harold Meints-Pilot; Lt. William 
Holderby-Navigator; And Flight Officer Henry Schult ze-Flight Engineer.  Front Row: 
M/Sgt. Edward Lehman, Crew Chief; Sgt. Henry Compto n-Radar Operator; T/Sgt. Bill 
Egan-Senior Gunner; S/Sgt. Glenn R Muir-Radio Opera tor; S/Sgt. Tom J. Murray-Right 
Gunner; S/Sgt. Edwin Sullins-Left Gunner and S/Sgt.  William Foley-Tail Gunner.  This 
plane was returned to the States in Dec. 44 as a “w ar weary” and their shiny new one was 
called “LASSIE TOO”. 

 
 
While bombing the repair shops on Formosa, LASSIE r eceived severe damage to #1 
engine and had to land at Sichuan, China.  Loss of oil was so rapid the prop could not be 
feathered it windmilled.  They were the first crew to land behind Jap lines, at a mined 
airfield lying between two 7,000-foot mountains.  S ee report, page 98. 
 
After a 6-day layover for repair by Crew Chief Eddi e Lehman who came in with the 
necessary parts, they took off for A-7.  Glenn Muir  now adds: “We escaped safely with 14 
Chinese carpenter-crafted, braided rope (for spring s) beds which were the envy of our 
compatriots back in India.”  A/C 3356-793 rd Squadron.  Pictures pages 262-263 by Murray 
and Muir. 
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Ship’s record: 7 missions from India and 25 from Ti nian.  793 rd Squadron. 
Photo by TAMMINEN and WILLIAMS 

 
Original Crew of the DING HOW (later DING HAO) A/C 6358, 794th Squadron. 
 

 

CAPT. TOM DOHERTY and  
 
Crew with their DRAGON 
LADY, A/C 69663 
 
Standing – L to R: 
 
E. LEHMAN, Crew Chief 
TOM DOHERTY 
LT. BEN WILLIAMS 
LT. W. LOWERY 
SGT. W. A. SONDEEN 
and LT. J. WARE 
Front row: 
SGT. E. MIERZEWSKI 
LT. F. TICE 
SGT. F. WORTH 
SGT. D. COLE 
SGT. N. RONNQUIST 
And SGT. E. TAMMINEN 

Standing, L to R, back row:  
 
Back row – L to R: 
 
LT. COL P. F. HENNIN-Pilot 
1ST LT BILL MICKISH-Co-Pilot 
CAPT. OTTIS CAREY-Navigator 
1ST LT R. SCHULTZ-Bombardier 
1ST LT M. A. KING-Radar Operator 
2ND LT M. KOWALSKY-Flight Engineer 
 
Front row – L to R: 
 
S/SGT. W.BIANCO-Radio Operator 
S/SGT. PAUL ROGUS-Right Gunner 
S/SGT. R. J. METZGER-Left Gunner 
S/SGT. ED SALISBURY-Senior Gunner 
S/SGT. G. L. DILLOWAY-Tail Gunner 
 
Photo: Mickish and King 
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Bill Mickish was made Pilot and here he is with his  Crew.  They flew along with him on 
the GALLOPIN’ GOOSE at times, as well as on the DIN G HAO.  Back row – L to R: 1 ST LT. 
J. W. Ard-Flight Engineer; 1 st Lt. E. A. Moe-Co-Pilot; 1 st Lt. W. J. Mickish-Pilot; 1 st Lt. J. A. 
Diamond-Navigator; 1 st Lt. J. R. Rutledge-Bombardier; 2 nd Lt. W. R. Arentsen-Radar 
Operator. 
 
Front row: S/Sgt. Brownwell-Senior Gunner; S/Sgt. H . K. Sigrist-Right Gunner and S/Sgt. 
Hassenger-Tail Gunner.  On top of wing, the Crew Ch ief dip-sticking the fuel tanks.  They 
are ready for takeoff.  Most of them started with A skounis in the early days. 
 

 
 
Above Crew, now with JOHN K. SCHAEFER as Co-Pilot, after fighter damage, with one 
prop feathered and low on fuel after a pass over Om ura in November, were at the “point 
of no return”.  They flew to Russia and they, too, were interned and their DING HAO 
confiscated.  There it is, sitting on Soviet soil, with the Big RED star on the tail.  Photo by 
HANS-HEIRI STAPFER, who sent it to OTIS HAYES, who gave it to MICKISH, who sent it 
along to us on loan. 
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Standing – L to R: Major Harold R. Brown-Pilot; Lt.  Hokanson-Co-Pilot; L. T. Stern-
Bombardier; Lt. Beach-Navigator; F/O Martin, Flight  Engineer; Lt. Tesno, Radar Observer-
RCM.  Front Row: S/Sgt. Chobot-Senior Gunner; T/Sgt . Patterson-Right Gunner; S/Sgt. 
Plant-Left Gunner; Sgt. Nebeker-Tail Gunner; Buccin i-Radar Operator; S/Sgt. Barto-Radio 
Operator. 
 
In between missions they were on the apron assistin g the Crew Chief and Crew wherever 
needed.  On the left, below, is "Brownie”, a busy P ilot in the air and on the ground.  A 
man well liked by all.  Sgt. Barto in the center ad ding to the plane’s record.  Part of the 
Crew’s record is also painted onto other fuselages,  as they flew other planes when theirs 
was tied up for repair.  S/Sgt. Plant is making som e adjustments behind the engine.  
792nd Squadron. Photos by Tesno. 
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Left, above: Ground Crew preparing the ‘LUCKY SEVEN ”, after repairs and inspection, to 
be moved back to the flight line.          

Photo by Taber.  A/C 6407 – 794 th Squadron 
 
Looking off into the distance is none other than 1 st Lt. Edwin Zaidlicz, fondly known as 
“Moose”.  Up to this date, he had flown as Bombardi er with 4 lead crews.  A good man to 
have around.  792 nd Squadron.  Photo by Tesno. 
 

 
 
Left: M/Sgt. Venski, Crew Chief, and Lt. Beach, Nav igator, take a little break together as 
T/Sgt. Chobot, Senior Gunner, and T/Sgt. Bransher d o in center picture.  Those wrinkled, 
torn trousers tell a tale; they are working hard in side that HOT airplane.  But Venski is in 
there giving good example.  They work on the plane on page 266.   

Photo by Tesno 
At extreme right, MAJOR VAN HORNE bids YOUNG, his e x-Co-Pilot, farewell.  They had 
been together from Sept. 43 to Oct. 44.  Now in Dec ember, VAN HORNE takes KICKAPOO 
II back to the USA.  YOUNG, on the right with JUKE BOX A/C 3353, stays behind.   

792nd Squadron.  Photo by PETERSON 
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The “CITY OF PITTSBURGH”, a Superfortress piloted b y Major Clarence C. McPherson, 
left, son of an Oakmont policeman, is now taking pa rt in the mounting aerial offensive 
against Japan.  Shown here with Major McPherson, a veteran of 14 B-29 missions, is 
Colonel Edward C. Teats, right.  An Operations Offi cer, Col. Teats was stationed in the 
Philippines when war broke out, and distinguished h imself in early aerial operations in 
the Southwest Pacific.  A/C 895 ended up with 7 mis sions from the CBI and 27 from 
Tinian.  Our Major McPherson was Operations Officer  of the 792 nd Squadron at this time 
and always combat ready.  Picture appeared in THE PITTSBURGH PRESS early in 1945.  
A native son has remembered his hometown and the pe ople there.  Some were family. 

 
 

Man running is not identified – T/SGT. BILL EGAN, w ith head in lower turret, then BILL 
FOLEY, TOM MURRAY and ED SULLIN.  EGAN was Senior G unner, and was helping the 

Armament Crew.  793 rd Squadron.  EGAN’S Photo.

“Pittsburgh” 
Wars on Japs 
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While in training, back in Salina, they grouped tog ether for a Crew picture with that 
familiar camouflaged airplane as a backdrop.  They are, left to right: Capt. Fouts-Pilot; Lt. 
Pulaski-Co-Pilot; Lt. Runt-Navigator; Lt. Breiger-B ombardier; Lt. THEIRWEGHTER-Flight 
Engineer; S/Sgt Beckerman-Radar Operator; S/Sgt. Ca meron-Radio Operator; S/Sgt. 
Wynn-Senior Gunner; S/Sgt. Watson-Right Gunner; S/S gt. Gates-Left Gunner; T/Sgt. 
O’Fallon-Tail Gunner. 

Photo by S/Sgt. Beckerman 
 
They were assigned to fly the “BLIND DATE”, A/C 442 9, with the 794 th Squadron.  It 
arrived at Kharagpur July 3, 1944 and returned as a  war-weary on Feb. 23, 1945.  
Seventeen missions from C. B. I. and ten hump trips . 

Photo and names sent in by Willis Gates 
 

 
Clarence Cameron-Radio Operator 
Greeting you through the side window 



The Story of The “General Billy Mitchell Group”                                                    
468th Bomb Group (VH) – From the CBI to the Marianas 
 

272 
 

© 2008 New England Air Museum.  All rights reserved . 
 

 
 
His equipment was located between top turret storag e and the outer shell just forward of 
the Radar Operator, a location from which he could not see the action outside.  Nothing 
could be worse, but he evidently took it in stride.   As an RCM man, he flew with several 
Lead Crews.  He earned his keep.  He was a pioneer in some early procedural uses of our 
own radar and in defense of uses by the enemy.  He was a member of the 792 nd 
Squadron. 
 
Below: it seems only proper that the USS GENERAL WI LLIAM MITCHELL should deliver 
the 599 th AIR ENGINEER SQUADRON/3883 AIR SERVICE GROUP to Bo mbay so they 
could then come overland to Kharagpur to serve the General Billy Mitchell Bombardment 
Group.   

Photo by Pytlowany 

 

This is ROLAND R. TESNO who n eeded broad 
shoulders for a man-size job.  He was a Radar 
Observer – RCM 7888 which means: Radar 
Counter Measures as an Aircraft Observer on 
flying status. 
 
He had to search for, monitor and jam enemy 
early warning and fire control radar.  He acted 
as Squadron Leader to a team that 
maintained and installed RCM equipment so 
as to jam enemy radar and dispense chaff 
(aluminum foil in small strips) to give false 
echoes to enemy radar during a mission. 
During a raid, he operated the Radar 
Spectrum to intercept enemy signals and 
determine if they were using radar for early 
warning, control for searchlight installation or 
gunfire control.  By using directional finding 
equipment and in correlation with the 
Navigator’s position log, he could locate 
other enemy installations. 
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WILKERSON OF THE 792ND SHARES HIS NOSE ART COLLECTION WITH US 
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1. Washing clothes in 
the Ganges 

2. Ladies carrying the 
load 

3. Ready to light the 
burning Ghat 

4. Modern man 
shaving for the New 
Year 1945 

Privacy – What’s  that?  
Armand Pate shaving.  
He furnished these 
pictures for a trek 
through Memory Lane. 

794th Squadron 

1

2

3 4


